
 

Saturday, December 13, 2014 

10:00 – Noon

City of Norwalk

Civic Center Lawn

Community Oath of Office Ceremony

Senator Tony Mendoza 
32nd District of California



The 32nd Senate District includes 
Artesia, Bellflower, Buena Park, Cerritos, Commerce, Downey, 

Hacienda Heights, Hawaiian Gardens, La Habra Heights,  
La Mirada, Los Nietos, Lakewood, Montebello, Norwalk,  

Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs, Whittier, and South Whittier.

senator.mendoza@sen.ca.gov
www.senate.ca.gov/sd32



BIOGRAPHY

Senator Tony Mendoza was born at Hoover Hospital in South Central Los Angeles, the 
second youngest of nine children.  As a young man living in a single parent home, he 
witnessed first-hand the struggles of working families and the opportunities that a good 
education can provide.

Senator Mendoza was the first in his family to attend and graduate from college. He enrolled 
at California State University, Long Beach where he earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science: Public Administration, later earning his Multiple Subject Bilingual Teaching 
Credential at California State University, Los Angeles.  In May 2014, he graduated from the 
University of Southern California with an Executive Masters in Leadership.

For more than 10 years, Senator-Elect Mendoza taught elementary school in East Los 
Angeles while serving as a member of the board of directors of United Teachers Los Angeles 
(UTLA).  He was also a representative with the California Teachers Association (CTA) and 
the National Education Association (NEA).

His eagerness to help others motivated him to run for public office and allowed him to win a 
seat on the Artesia City Council.  In 1997, Senator Mendoza became the youngest and first 
Latino member of the Artesia City Council. A year later, he became the youngest to serve as 
the city’s mayor at the age of 26.

After three successful terms on the city council and teaching for 10 years, Senator Mendoza 
decided he could best serve fellow educators, parents, and the community by running for 
State Assembly.

In 2006, Senator Mendoza won a seat in the Assembly and served the 56th District, 
representing the communities of Artesia, Buena Park, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens, 
Lakewood, Los Nietos, Norwalk, Santa Fe Springs, South Whittier and Whittier.  Due to 
term limits, Senator Mendoza left the Assembly in December of 2012. He returned to the 
classroom in East Los Angeles as an elementary school teacher and also worked with Tri City 
Regional Medical Center as Senior Program Manager for the Parent Nutrition Program 
with Activate Hawaiian Gardens.  Senator Mendoza leads the charge to improve healthcare 
and educational needs for overlooked and under-served communities.

Senator Mendoza’s legislative career has resulted in multiple bills he authored being signed 
by the Governor and adopted into law.  His bill, AB 97, signed into law in 2008, made 
California the first state in the nation to ban the use of Trans Fats—the health-deteriorating 
food ingredient—in restaurants. His parenting education legislation, AB 1291, signed into 
law in 2007 allows judges to sentence the parents of children with first-time gang offenses 
to anti-gang parenting education classes that prevent further involvement in the gang 
related lifestyle and its activities.  In 2011, AB 22 was signed into law by Gov. Brown, which 
prohibits the use of Credit Checks in the hiring process. 

He lives in Artesia with his wife, Leticia, their three daughters and their son.



PROGRAM

Entertainment  Performed by Ballet Folklórico Donaji 

Master of Ceremonies Mr. Ray Cordova
 South County Labor, Chair
        
   
Welcome  Mayor Marcel Rodarte
 City of Norwalk
   
Invocation Father Gilbert Cruz
 St. Marcellinus Church, Commerce

Presentation of the Colors South East Academy High School
 Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School District

Pledge of Allegiance Annais Mendoza 
 John H. Niemes Elementary School, Artesia
 
National Anthem Mr. Darren Knowles
 Professional Singer

Introduction of Mayor of Los Angeles Honorable Jeffrey Prang
 Los Angeles County Assessor
      
Oath of Office Mayor Eric Garcetti
 City of Los Angeles

Acknowledgments Senator Tony Mendoza

Closing Remarks Mr. Ray Cordova

Entertainment Performed by El Mariachi San Antonio

Guests are invited for refreshments following the ceremony.



capitol office 
State Capitol Building, Room 5066, Sacramento, CA 95814 

916-651-4032   •   916-651-4932

district office 
400 N. Montebello Blvd., Suite 100, Montebello, CA 90640      

323-890-2790   •   323-890-2790

MISSION STATEMENT
To help our constituents and our community through 

courteous, friendly, none-judgmental service;  
To help educate and lead the next generation of leaders

 
VISION STATEMENT

We will achieve compassion and caring for everyone  
in our community and provide a voice and advocacy  

for everyone in need


