
The Buffalo Soldiers were comprised of 
former slaves, freemen, and Black Civil 
War soldiers who were the first African 
Americans to serve in the U.S. Army 
during peacetime. The name “Buffalo 
Soldiers” was given to these troops by 
Native Americans because they believed 
the soldiers resembled buffalos; the 
soldiers wore coats made of buffalo 
hide and their dark curly hair resembled 
the fur on a buffalo’s head. Buffalo 
Soldiers protected settlers and other vital 
elements of the United States western 
expansion. They were also a large part 

of the workforce that developed 
Yosemite National park.

During WWII, members of the Buffalo 
Soldiers branched out and formed into 
famous units, including the 24th and 
25th Infantry Divisions, the famed 
Tuskegee Airmen that included the 99th 
Pursuit Squadron, the larger 332nd 
Fighter “Red Tails” Group, and the 761st 
Tank Battalion of the Third Army, plus 
nearly the entire 92nd Infantry Division.

Today, there are still Buffalo Soldiers living 
who served in WWII and the Korean War.

For more 
information, 
please contact 
Brittany Petitt 
with Senator 
Mendoza’s office 
at 916.651.4032.

  cordially invite you to a series of events honoring the 

   Buffalo Soldiers
  Monday, June 6, 2016 in Sacramento

 12:30 – 2:00 pm lunch and reception in State Capitol, Room 211

 2:00 pm senate session and floor presentation

  scr 128 honors the Buffalo Soldiers for changing 
  the face of the US Armed Forces forever through 
  their record of unique accomplishments.
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