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As Amended July 2, 2015
Controlled substances: factors in aggravation

Fact Sheet

SUMMARY

In an effort to protect our neighborhoods and schools, SB 212 provides for an aggravated felony for the manufacturing of methamphetamine within 200 feet and BHO within 300 feet from an occupied residence or structure.
BACKGROUND

The manufacturing of methamphetamine and butane honey oil (BHO) poses significant risks to residents and school aged children in the areas surrounding the locations where these crimes take place. Mixing chemicals in clandestine labs is an inherently dangerous activity that creates substantial risk of explosions, fires, chemical burns, and toxic fume inhalation from the off-gassing of chemical compounds. These risks extend well beyond the walls of the lab itself, placing nearby residents, students, and property in danger.
There are currently more than 800 known methamphetamine labs throughout California. The chemicals used in these labs are highly volatile and toxic.

Butane honey oil labs (BHO), a new type of clandestine lab, are on the rise. These labs use butane, a highly explosive gas, to extract hash from marijuana.
BHO labs are on the rise throughout California:

1. In Fresno in January, 2015, a BHO lab was discovered in a home that shares a fence with a school. In addition, there were 28 firearms in the house.
2.
In San Diego County, 17 butane honey oil labs were discovered in the first four months of last year. A third of those were discovered because they exploded.

3.
In Yuba County, 10 labs were discovered last year. The year before that there was only one.

4.
A drug lab at a Victorville daycare center capable of manufacturing “butane honey oil” was discovered recently.

THIS BILL

· Protects our neighborhoods and schools by providing for an aggravated felony for the manufacturing of methamphetamine within 200 feet and BHO within 300 feet from an occupied residence or structure, including businesses and schools.
STATUS

Senate Unfinished Business
SUPPORT

Current Version:
· California District Attorney Association (sponsor)
· City of Whittier

· City of Montebello

· City of Norwalk

· Los Angeles District Attorney

· California Peace Officers Association

· Crime Victims Alliance

· California State Lodge, Fraternal Order of Police
· Long Beach Police Officers Association

· Sacramento County Deputy Sheriffs’ Association

· Los Angeles County Professional Peace Officers Association
· California Narcotic Officers Association
· California College and University Police Chiefs Association
· California Association of Code Enforcement Officers
· Riverside Sheriffs’ Association

· Los Angeles Police Protective League

· Association for Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs
Prior Version:
· California Peace Officers Association
· Alameda County District Attorney

· Crime Victims United of California

· California Professional Firefighters Association

· Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office
· California Contract Cities Association

· Chief Probation Officers of California

· California State Sheriffs’ Association

OPPOSITION

Current Version:
· Legal Services for Prisoners with Children
Prior Version:

· The Drug Policy Alliance

· California Attorneys for Criminal Justice
Withdrawn:

· Public Interest Advocacy
· California Public Defenders Association American

· Civil Liberties Union

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Jacob Moss
Office of Senator Tony Mendoza
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